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With a little bit of effort, we can all be responsible 
stewards and take the extra time to have a positive im-
pact in our small environmental world of Prindle Lake. 

Some suggested activities:
•  Leave as much vegetation on slopes as possible to 

reduce velocity of storm water runoff and filter 
out sediments.

•  Create the largest possible buffer along the shore-
line (30 feet recommended by leaving existing 
vegetation and rocks and planting small shrubs.)

•  Develop a winding dirt path to your shore or 
dock. This generates less erosion that a steep 
paved path.

•  Do not add sand to the beach area. Introduced sand 
is a major source of sediments and phosphorus.

•  Direct runoff towards wooded areas so sediments, 
toxins, and nutrients can be filtered out. Water 
that runs directly into the lake is a prime source of 
phosphorus which promotes growth of algae and 
other plants.

•  Remove dead plant material that washes into shore.
•  Reduce the use of pesticides. If you must use them, 

do not use prior to, or shortly after, a storm. Do 
not discard left over pesticides down drains or 
into the ground.

•  Wash vehicles away from the pond. Use phos-
phate-free detergents.

•  If you change the oil in your car, do not pour it 
into the ground. Place in a container and take to a 
gas station or suitable place for proper disposal.

• Use phosphate-free laundry and kitchen soaps.
•  Maintain your septic system
   —  Excerpted from “Abrams Pond Association” and

“The Practical Guide to Lake Management in MA” 

The Red Cross publishes tips for keeping children safe 
in the water. These are good rules for adults as well:
•  Swim with a buddy in a safe area — Never 

swim alone or in a dangerous area.
•  Look before you leap — Make sure there are no 

people rocks or shallow water before you jukp in. 
Always jump in feet first if the water is shallow rocky 
or you are not sure of the depth.

•  Think before you sink — If you become tired 
when swimming, turn ocer and float on your back. 
Alternate swimming and floating until you rach shore 
Yell for help.

•  Reach or throw, don’t go — If you see a swim-
miner in distress, always call for help first. After you 
have called, then throw or reach out with a floating 
object or branch. Do not go in the water after the 
swimmer.

•  Don’t just pack it, wear your jacket — Always 
wear your life jacket in a boat. Inexperienced swim-
mers should wear a life jacket or flotation device at 
all times in the water. 
Massachusetts Environmental Police regulations require 
that each person on board a canoe or kayak from Sep-
tember 15 to May 15 wear an USCG-approved Type I, II, 
or III PFD at all times..
Go to: www.boat-ed.com/ma/handbook/pfds.htm for 
this and other safety regulations.

•  Avoid the dangerous “Too’s” — Too tired, Too 
cold, Too much sun, Too far from safety, Too much 
strenuous activity.

•  Pay attention to weather conditions — Get 
out of the water at the first sign of bad weather.
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Annual Meeting 
Saturday, September 18, 2010 • 10am Grange Hall

The Annual Meeting will begin at 10am in the Grange Hall.  An annual meeting is a
By-Law requirement. The meeting is a forum for you to learn what is happening at the 
lake as well as the state of our treasury, and to have a say in the future direction of the 

Prindle Lake Association. The Board of Directors, Secretary, and Treasurer will be elected at 
this meeting. It is also required that PLA members vote on approving the transfer to the town 
of the PLA-owned parcel of land adjacent to the dam  — in order for the town to proceed in 
taking ownership of the dam. Everyone is welcome to attend, but you must be a paid member 
of the PLA in order to vote.

The By-Laws of the Association govern the composition of the Board of Directors. To insure 
broad representation, they allow for three Directors from Oak Ridge Drive, three from Pump-
kin Lane, and three to five additional directors at-large, as well as a Secretary and a Treasurer. 
The President is elected by the Directors at the first meeting following the Annual Meeting.

Exercise your right to vote by joining us on September 18 for the Annual Meeting. 
Hope to see you there!



The Prindle Lake Dam ownership is in the 
process of being transferred from the 
Santos Irrevocable Trust (SIT) to the Town 

of Charlton.  Special legislation was enacted in 
February 2010 which authorized the Board of Se-
lectmen (BOS) to acquire dams in town. This was 
accomplished through the willingness of the BOS 
to petition the state for special legislation with 
support from Senator Brewer and Representative 
Alicea with constant follow-up by the PLA.  Article 
23 was approved at the Annual Town Meeting in 
May of 2010. It authorized the Board of Selectmen 
to acquire the dam from its current owner, make 
the repairs required by the Office of Dam Safety, 
and assess a betterment to those properties 
abutting Prindle Lake who will benefit from such 

action. The sum of $660,000 was appropriated to 
pay costs of acquiring and reconstructing the dam. 
The SIT has agreed to donate the dam property 
to the Town and an amount of $164,250 towards 
the appropriation. The Town is requesting that the 
PLA transfer ownership to them a small parcel of 
its property, which is adjacent to the dam in order 
to complete the required dam property package.  
Action to transfer both parcels is currently in pro-
cess and should be completed this fall. The next 
step will include the Town action to solicit propos-
als to undertake the project of designing and per-
forming the dam repair. The PLA will continue to 
work with the Town to facilitate the completion of 
this major task in the best interest of those who 
will be assessed the Betterment

Prindle Lake Dam



Thanks to all who paid their 2010 dues and to 
those who contributed to the Lake Manage-
ment fund.

For those who didn’t, it’s never too late. Dues are 
$30/year. As we enter this most critical period, it’s im-
portant to show State and Town officials that we have 
a large number of concerned members. In this time 
of economic hardship, please at least consider paying 
membership dues to show your support, even if addi-
tional funds aren’t available. Thanks for your continuing 
support.

Please send your dues and/or contributions to:
Prindle Lake Assoc., Inc.
PO Box 386
 Charlton, MA 01507 
or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.

Membership

2010 Prindle Lake Inspection

The Association had a successful year. It has 
made significant progress towards Saving The 
Lake by convincing the Town to acquire the 

Dam. Weed treatment was successfully performed at a 
cost covered by the PLA. The Town has not budgeted 
money for lake weed control and is not likely to do so 
for the near future.

Expenses during this year included the following:
Weed treatment, attorney fees related to issues 
regarding the dam, real estate taxes on Lake Bottom 
land owned by the PLA, supplies, and miscellaneous 
expenses.

Our membership has not grown much especially in 
light of the significant PLA efforts with the “Save The 
Lake – Dam Project”.  Please join or renew your mem-
bership by mail or at the Annual Meeting.

SUPPORT YOUR LAKE

The Year in Review

Gerry Smith, president of Aquatic Control 
Technology, Inc., accompanied by Brad 
Smith, inspected Prindle Lake in July 2010. 

Water clarity towards the 
center of the lake was 
found to be reasonably 
good at greater than 5.3 
feet or to the lake bot-
tom. It was found that 
the growth of aquatic 
vegetation and predomi-
nantly variable watermilfoil, 
bladderwort, and thin-leaf 
pondweed was far more 
dense this summer than 
in any of the previous 
three summers. “Waterlilies” were widely dis-

tributed throughout the lake with small patches 
and “clones of lilies” widely dispersed which have 
expanded over the past few years. It was rec-

ommended to chemi-
cally treat from the entire 
shoreline out about 200 
feet for the submersed 
vegetation. This was done 
in July 2010 with good 
results. Waterlilies could 
have been treated this 
fall.  After a recent re-
view of the lake, it was 
decided not to chemically 
treat the Waterlilies. PLA 
members may undertake 

harvesting of some Waterlilies.


